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Abstract

This study explores the social and cultural implications of bodabodas
(motorcycle taxis) on residential patterns in Tanzania, focusing on how this
informal mode of transport has reshaped urban spaces, influenced social
cohesion, and altered patterns of daily life. Specifically, it examines the role of
bodabodas in shaping residential patterns in Goba and Chanika, two peri-urban
areas of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. These areas, previously considered remote
due to poor infrastructure, have experienced significant growth and
urbanization, largely facilitated by the advent of bodabodas. The study employs
a qualitative case study design, using interviews and focus group discussions
with residents and bodaboda operators. Findings reveal that bodabodas have
enabled residents to transport building materials, commute to urban centers,
and establish homes in areas that were once inaccessible. Beyond enhancing our
understanding of urban expansion, this research offers insights into how
technological and infrastructural shifts reshape community structures, influence
social networks, and transform cultural practices. Despite their positive impact
on mobility and urban expansion, the study also highlights the risks associated
with bodabodas, including accidents, fatalities, and involvement in criminal
activities. Drawing on theories of Urban Ecology and Lefebvre's Production of
Space, the study analyzes the socio-spatial transformations driven by these
informal transport systems. It concludes with recommendations for improving
safety, regulating the sector, enhancing road infrastructure, and fostering
public-private partnerships to ensure sustainable urban growth. These steps aim
to mitigate the risks associated with bodabodas while maximizing their
contribution to the urbanization process in Dar es Salaam.

Keywords: Boda Bodas, Informal Transport Systems, Residential Patterns,
Urbanization

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Urban and informal transport

Urban growth and social change in Tanzania have been significantly influenced
by various forms of transportation, which shape not only physical landscapes but
also social organization and cultural practices. In recent years, the rapid
expansion of motorcycle taxis, popularly known as bodabodas, has transformed
the way people move and settle in urban and peri-urban areas. These informal
transport networks have provided unprecedented access to areas previously
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considered remote, thereby facilitating a broader spatial distribution of
residences, particularly in locations where formal public transport such as
commuter buses (daladala) is scarce.

From a sociological and anthropological perspective, the rise of bodabodas
represents more than just a shift in transport options. It is emblematic of deeper
socio-cultural changes in how Tanzanians relate to space, mobility, and urban
life. Historically, residential settlements in urban centers were concentrated
along major roads or near bus stops, where social infrastructure was readily
available. However, the emergence of bodabodas has enabled people to build
homes and establish communities far from traditional transport routes, leading to
the reconfiguration of urban boundaries and social interactions.

This paper seeks to explore the social and cultural implications of bodabodas on
residential patterns in Tanzania, focusing on how this informal mode of transport
has reshaped urban spaces, influenced social cohesion, and altered patterns of
daily life. By examining the interplay between mobility and settlement, the study
will contribute to our understanding of how technological and infrastructural
changes drive not only urban expansion but also shifts in community structure,
social networks, and cultural practices.

1.2 Factors influencing settlement patterns in Tanzania

Historically, settlement patterns in Tanzania have been shaped by both natural
and social factors. Geographically, people tended to settle near water sources,
fertile land, and trade routes, which provided essential resources for daily life
and economic activities (Ogutu & Ochola, 2017). Socially, factors such as
extended family ties, traditional land tenure systems, and ethnic affiliations
influenced where individuals chose to live. These social networks played a
critical role in determining how land was distributed and who had access to it,
particularly in rural areas (Mabula, 2020). In urban settings, access to
infrastructure especially transportation became a key determinant of residential
location.

In line with the Urban Ecology theory developed by sociologists like Park and
Burgess (1925), urban growth was conceptualized as a process of spatial
competition where different social groups competed for access to desirable land
and resources. This theory posits that cities grow outward from a central core,
with wealthier populations settling in areas with the most accessible
infrastructure and services, while poorer populations are pushed to the urban
periphery. In Tanzania, this pattern was evident during the early stages of
urbanization when the availability of public transport, such as the daladala buses,
dictated where people could live and work. Settlement areas grew in concentric
zones around transportation hubs, and the outer areas of cities were often
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reserved for informal settlements or low-income communities with limited
access to services (Ravallion&Wodon, 2019).

Traditionally, areas along major roads and transport routes became focal points
for residential development. This created a spatial hierarchy where urban centers
were densely populated, and less accessible areas were left undeveloped. The
socio-economic divide within cities became entrenched, as access to public
transport, particularly daladalas, shaped both the physical and social
organization of urban spaces. Urban Ecology helps explain this dynamic, as
competition for proximity to essential services, jobs, and economic opportunities
became a key factor in settlement decisions (Sutherland et al., 2021).

In addition to transport and economic factors, cultural considerations also
influenced settlement patterns. Many Tanzanians, especially in rural areas, chose
to live near family and clan members. This kinship-based settlement structure
not only reinforced social bonds but also facilitated communal land ownership,
which has historically been a key feature of Tanzanian land distribution
(Mabula, 2020). Rural-urban migration patterns often mirrored these familial
ties, as people sought support from extended family networks in the city.

1.3  Shifting trends in urban and peri-urban settlement: The role of
bodabodas

In recent decades, the introduction of motorcycle taxis, known as bodabodas, has
drastically altered the settlement landscape in Tanzanian towns and cities. The
availability of these informal transport options has expanded residential
opportunities, allowing people to settle in areas that were previously considered
too far from major roads or public transport networks. This shift can be analyzed
through the lens of Henri Lefebvre’s Production of Space theory (1974), which
argues that space is not a static entity but is socially produced through the
interactions and practices of individuals and groups.

The rise of bodabodas reflects a profound change in the way urban and peri-
urban spaces are conceived and organized. Traditionally, areas far from public
transportation were not attractive for settlement, as they were perceived as being
too remote and inaccessible. However, with the increased availability of
bodabodas, the physical and social meanings of distance have changed.
Residents can now live up to 10 or 15 kilometers from the nearest main road and
still maintain a viable connection to city centers through these flexible transport
options (Msigwa & Mbise, 2022). This has led to the decentralization of urban
settlements and the growth of peri-urban areas, where land is cheaper and more
readily available.

From a Network Society perspective, as theorized by Manuel Castells (1996),
the emergence of bodabodas can be seen as part of a broader trend of
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decentralized mobility networks that transform urban spaces. Castells argued
that modern urbanization is increasingly defined by the flow of people, goods,
and information across flexible, decentralized networks. The bodaboda system
fits this description, as it operates outside formal transportation systems, yet
plays a critical role in linking previously disconnected urban and rural spaces.
This informal network allows for greater fluidity in how people move across the
urban landscape, which in turn has influenced how they choose to settle.

Bodabodas have democratized mobility in urban Tanzania by offering an
affordable and accessible means of transport for a wide range of socio-economic
groups. This has encouraged the expansion of informal settlements and peri-
urban developments, as individuals no longer have to rely solely on formal
transport networks to commute to the city center (Mwita & Kweka, 2021). This
trend has also led to changes in the urban fabric, as formerly rural areas have
been incorporated into the urban sphere through the increased flow of people
and resources facilitated by bodabodas.

The expansion of bodabodas as a transport option has also had cultural
implications for settlement patterns. Lefebvre’s (1974) notion of the social
production of space is evident in how bodabodas have enabled people to
reimagine their living environments. Areas once considered remote or
inaccessible are now seen as viable residential options, not only because of their
affordability but also due to the ease with which residents can now connect to
economic and social centers. This has resulted in the creation of new forms of
social organization, as previously rural or peri-urban areas take on more urban
characteristics (Komba, 2023). As residents move further from urban centers,
they bring with them the cultural and social practices of the city, blending urban
and rural life in new and innovative ways.

In addition to reconfiguring physical spaces, the rise of bodabodas has fostered
new social networks around informal transport operations. The drivers of these
motorcycles often belong to local communities, and their intimate knowledge of
less accessible areas has facilitated new settlement patterns (Ngowi, 2022). They
serve not only as transport providers but also as informal guides, helping
potential residents navigate land markets and identify suitable places to live.
This aspect underscores Lefebvre’s (1974) argument that space is a product of
social relations, as the connections between bodaboda drivers and local residents
help shape the contours of urban expansion.

The traditional determinants of settlement in Tanzania were heavily influenced
by factors such as geography, social ties, and access to public transportation.
However, the emergence of bodabodas has ushered in a new era of urbanization,
characterized by greater flexibility and mobility. The application of sociological
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theories such as Urban Ecology, Lefebvre’s Production of Space, and Castells'
Network Society provides a deeper understanding of how this informal mode of
transport has reshaped not only the physical layout of urban spaces but also the
social fabric of Tanzanian towns and cities. As urban expansion continues, the
role of bodabodas in influencing settlement patterns will remain a crucial factor
in the development of both urban and peri-urban areas.

1.4 Traditional Factors Influencing Settlement Patterns Tanzania
Physical, economic and cultural factors influence the location and siting of
settlements (Rashid, 2020). Sometimes combined effect of all these factors or
sometimes one or two factors assist in determining a settlement’s location. The
classification of settlements according to the suitability of site/location assists in
highlighting the various kinds of geographical advantages which lead to the
origin and growth of settlements. Socially, factors such as extended family ties,
traditional land tenure systems, and ethnic affiliations influenced where
individuals chose to live. These social networks played a critical role in
determining how land was distributed and who had access to it, particularly in
rural areas (Mabula, 2020). In urban settings, access to infrastructure especially
transportation became a key determinant of residential location.

In line with the Urban Ecology theory developed by sociologists like Park and
Burgess (1925), urban growth was conceptualized as a process of spatial
competition where different social groups competed for access to desirable land
and resources. This theory posits that cities grow outward from a central core,
with wealthier populations settling in areas with the most accessible
infrastructure and services, while poorer populations are pushed to the urban
periphery. In Tanzania, this pattern was evident during the early stages of
urbanization when the availability of public transport, such as the daladala buses,
dictated where people could live and work. Settlement areas grew in concentric
zones around transportation hubs, and the outer areas of cities were often
reserved for informal settlements or low-income communities with limited
access to services (Ravallion & Wodon, 2019).

Traditionally, areas along major roads and transport routes became focal points
for residential development. This created a spatial hierarchy where urban centers
were densely populated, and less accessible areas were left undeveloped. The
socio-economic divide within cities became entrenched, as access to public
transport, particularly daladalas, shaped both the physical and social
organization of urban spaces. Urban Ecology helps explain this dynamic, as
competition for proximity to essential services, jobs, and economic opportunities
became a key factor in settlement decisions (Sutherland et al., 2021).

In addition to transport and economic factors, cultural considerations also
influenced settlement patterns. Many Tanzanians, especially in rural areas, chose
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to live near family and clan members. This kinship-based settlement structure
not only reinforced social bonds but also facilitated communal land ownership,
which has historically been a key feature of Tanzanian land distribution
(Mabula, 2020). Rural-urban migration patterns often mirrored these familial
ties, as people sought support from extended family networks in the city.

1.5 Shifting trends in urban and peri-urban settlement: The role of
bodabodas

In recent decades, the introduction of motorcycle taxis, known as bodabodas, has
drastically altered the settlement landscape in Tanzanian towns and cities. The
availability of these informal transport options has expanded residential
opportunities, allowing people to settle in areas that were previously considered
too far from major roads or public transport networks. This shift can be analyzed
through the lens of Henri Lefebvre’s Production of Space theory (1974), which
argues that space is not a static entity but is socially produced through the
interactions and practices of individuals and groups.

The rise of bodabodas reflects a profound change in the way urban and peri-
urban spaces are conceived and organized. Traditionally, areas far from public
transportation were not attractive for settlement, as they were perceived as being
too remote and inaccessible. However, with the increased availability of
bodabodas, the physical and social meanings of distance have changed.
Residents can now live up to 10 or 15 kilometers from the nearest main road and
still maintain a viable connection to city centers through these flexible transport
options (Msigwa & Mbise, 2022). This has led to the decentralization of urban
settlements and the growth of peri-urban areas, where land is cheaper and more
readily available.

From a Network Society perspective, as theorized by Manuel Castells (1996),
the emergence of bodabodas can be seen as part of a broader trend of
decentralized mobility networks that transform urban spaces. Castells argued
that modern urbanization is increasingly defined by the flow of people, goods,
and information across flexible, decentralized networks. The bodaboda system
fits this description, as it operates outside formal transportation systems, yet
plays a critical role in linking previously disconnected urban and rural spaces.
This informal network allows for greater fluidity in how people move across the
urban landscape, which in turn has influenced how they choose to settle.

Bodabodas have democratized mobility in urban Tanzania by offering an
affordable and accessible means of transport for a wide range of socio-economic
groups. This has encouraged the expansion of informal settlements and peri-
urban developments, as individuals no longer have to rely solely on formal
transport networks to commute to the city center (Mwita&Kweka, 2021). This
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trend has also led to changes in the urban fabric, as formerly rural areas have
been incorporated into the urban sphere through the increased flow of people
and resources facilitated by bodabodas.

The expansion of bodabodas as a transport option has also had cultural
implications for settlement patterns. Lefebvre’s notion of the social production
of space is evident in how bodabodas have enabled people to reimagine their
living environments. Areas once considered remote or inaccessible are now seen
as viable residential options, not only because of their affordability but also due
to the ease with which residents can now connect to economic and social
centers. This has resulted in the creation of new forms of social organization, as
previously rural or peri-urban areas take on more urban characteristics (Komba,
2023). As residents move further from urban centers, they bring with them the
cultural and social practices of the city, blending urban and rural life in new and
innovative ways.

In addition to reconfiguring physical spaces, the rise of bodabodas has fostered
new social networks around informal transport operations. The drivers of these
motorcycles often belong to local communities, and their intimate knowledge of
less accessible areas has facilitated new settlement patterns (Ngowi, 2022). They
serve not only as transport providers but also as informal guides, helping
potential residents navigate land markets and identify suitable places to live.
This aspect underscores Lefebvre’s argument that space is a product of social
relations, as the connections between bodaboda drivers and local residents help
shape the contours of urban expansion.

The traditional determinants of settlement in Tanzania were heavily influenced
by factors such as geography, social ties, and access to public transportation.
However, the emergence of bodabodas has ushered in a new era of urbanization,
characterized by greater flexibility and mobility. The application of sociological
theories such as Urban Ecology, Lefebvre’s Production of Space, and Castells'
Network Society provides a deeper understanding of how this informal mode of
transport has reshaped not only the physical layout of urban spaces but also the
social fabric of Tanzanian towns and cities. As urban expansion continues, the
role of bodabodas in influencing settlement patterns will remain a crucial factor
in the development of both urban and peri-urban areas.

2.0 MATERIALS AND METHODS

2.1 Study Area

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania's largest city, presents a dynamic case for studying
residential patterns, particularly in relation to transport innovations like
bodabodas. The city has expanded rapidly, with peri-urban areas increasingly
becoming critical to urban development. This urban sprawl is influenced
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significantly by the availability of informal transport options, such as motorcycle
taxis (bodabodas), which have reshaped residential trends by connecting
previously inaccessible areas to the city center.

Chanika, located approximately 50 kilometers from downtown Dar es Salaam,
exemplifies this phenomenon. Historically, Chanika was less desirable for
settlement due to its distance from the city and the limited transport
infrastructure. Prior to the advent of bodabodas, only areas along the main road
were inhabited due to the challenges in commuting to the economic hubs in the
city. However, with the introduction of bodabodas, residents can now live
further from the main road, enabling settlement expansion even up to ten
kilometers from primary transport routes. This shift reflects how informal
transport systems like bodabodas alleviate transport challenges, fostering
residential growth in areas once perceived as remote.

Goba, though geographically closer to the city center than Chanika, faced similar
challenges due to inadequate infrastructure. The area’s uneven and difficult
terrain made it hard for public transport to operate effectively, limiting access for
many years. Until 2008, Goba was primarily served by pick-up trucks and mini
trucks, colloquially referred to as "Chai Maharage," which were the only viable
means of transport for both passengers and goods. However, the introduction of
bodabodas significantly improved accessibility, making it easier for residents to
commute. This shift spurred rapid settlement growth as the area became more
connected and convenient for daily commuting. Bodabodas thus played a critical
role in transforming Goba from a sparsely populated area into a thriving
residential hub.

The contrasting experiences of Chanika and Goba demonstrate the pivotal role
of bodabodas in shaping residential patterns in Dar es Salaam. While Chanika
was initially avoided due to its distance from the city center and Goba struggled
with poor infrastructure, bodabodas bridged these gaps, enabling both areas to
experience significant urban expansion. The development of these regions
underscores how informal transport systems have reshaped settlement dynamics,
making them ideal locations for studying the impact of technological and
infrastructural changes on urban growth and residential decisions.

2.2 Research Design

The study employed a qualitative case study design to explore the role of
bodabodas in shaping residential patterns in Chanika and Goba. This approach
allowed for an in-depth examination of the phenomenon within its real-life
context, capturing the transport system's impact on urbanization. As noted by
Denzin and Lincoln (2018), qualitative case studies are effective for
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investigating complex social dynamics, offering the flexibility to explore
multiple intersecting factors.

The population included residents of Chanika and Goba, alongside bodaboda
operators. Purposive sampling was used to select around 30 participants—20
residents (10 from each area) and 10 bodaboda operators—based on their
experiences and involvement with settlement patterns. This method ensured the
inclusion of participants with direct knowledge of the subject, which, as Denzin
and Lincoln (2018) suggest, is crucial for obtaining rich and relevant data.

Table 1: Distribution of respondents

S/no Study area Respondents
Type Number
1. Goba Bodaboda 5
Residents 10
2. Chanika Bodaboda 5
Residents 10
Total 30

Data collection involved semi-structured interviews discussions, which
facilitated the gathering of both personal and collective insights. The data were
then transcribed and analyzed using thematic analysis, which is ideal for
identifying patterns and themes within qualitative data (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
The analysis followed Denzin’s qualitative guidelines to ensure an accurate
interpretation of participants' experiences within the socio-cultural context.

3.0 RESULTS

The findings illustrate that the availability of informal transport, particularly
bodabodas, significantly influenced the decision to settle in Goba and Chanika.
Participants consistently pointed to poor road infrastructure as a barrier to
settling in these areas, and it was only the introduction of bodabodas and
tricycles that made these locations more accessible for residential purposes. The
following sections present insights from participants on their reasons for
choosing these areas, the challenges they faced, and how bodabodas facilitated
their decisions to live there.

When participants were asked why they chose to settle in Goba, many
highlighted that the poor condition of the roads initially deterred them from
building their homes. One participant recalled:

"I bought my plot here in 2000, but I didn’t start building until ten years
later. The roads were so bad that it didn’t make sense to build because 1
couldn’t even bring the construction materials in. Once bodabodas
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became popular, everything changed. It became easier to move around, so
1 finally started building in 2013." (Resident 1, Goba, 10" March, 2024).

This experience was shared by other residents as well, with many
acknowledging that the introduction of bodabodas played a key role in
making Goba accessible, allowing them to move forward with
construction projects that had been delayed.

Another resident who settled in Chanika shared a similar story:

"I bought land in 1999 but waited a long time before starting to build. It
wasn’t until I saw bodabodas and tricycles being used to transport
building materials that I thought, ‘Okay, now I can build too.’ Before that,
it was too difficult to transport materials with the roads in such bad
shape." (KII, Resident 2, Chanika, 6" March, 2024).

This reflects a common trend in both areas, where participants noted that
bodabodas and tricycles were essential in enabling them to transport heavy
construction materials to their sites, even in areas where road infrastructure was
inadequate for larger vehicles.

In Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) with residents, many participants echoed
these sentiments, emphasizing how bodabodas had revolutionized mobility in
their areas. One participant from Goba remarked during the FGD:

"Before bodabodas, most of us wouldn’t have built houses here. The roads

were impossible, and it took forever to get anywhere. But once bodabodas

started working, we could bring in materials, and people started building
homes more easily."(FGD Resident 1, Gobal 1" March, 2024).

This collective view highlights how critical bodabodas were in enabling
settlement, particularly in areas where traditional forms of public transport were
unavailable or impractical due to the poor road infrastructure.

Another resident from Chanika explained how bodabodas specifically facilitated
their decision to settle in the area, even though it had long been considered
remote:

"People used to avoid this place because of how far it is from the city and
the bad roads. But with bodabodas, the distance is no longer an issue. 1
can get to the city center quickly if I need to. It’s cheap, fast, and reliable.
Without bodabodas, I would never have considered living here.” (KII,
Resident 3, Chanika, 6", March 2024).
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This statement highlights how bodabodas not only facilitated the transportation
of materials but also provided residents with an affordable and reliable way to
commute, making these once-remote areas more attractive for settlement.

In addition to transport for construction purposes, many participants emphasized
how bodabodas became an integral part of their daily lives once they had settled
in these areas. One Goba resident commented:

"[ rely on bodabodas for everything such as going to work, taking my kids
to school, even running errands. The roads are still bad, but bodabodas
can get through even when other vehicles can’t. It’s what makes living
here possible.” (K11, Resident 4, Goba, 10 March 2024).

This participant's experience underscores the critical role of bodabodas in
providing daily mobility in areas where traditional public transport remains
unreliable or inaccessible. Without bodabodas, participants noted, they would
have faced significant challenges in navigating daily life in these locations.

Another respondent from Goba shared a similar view, noting that without
bodabodas, they would have reconsidered their decision to live in the area:

"Before bodabodas, this area was almost impossible to live in. The roads
are still bad, but with bodabodas, I can get to the main road and catch a
bus to the city center. It’s affordable and convenient, and it has made
living here much easier." (Resident 5, Goba, 10%, March 2024).

This shows how bodabodas serve as an essential link between these residential
areas and the rest of the city, particularly for residents who rely on them to
access main roads and bus routes. Participants also described how the flexibility
and availability of bodabodas made them an indispensable mode of transport in
both Chanika and Goba. One resident from Chanika explained:

"The bodaboda drivers know all the backroads and shortcuts, so even
when the main road is blocked or too rough, they can find a way through.
I use them every day, and they are always available, even early in the
morning or late at night. That’s what makes living here possible.” (KII,
Resident 6, Chanika,6th March, 2024).

This flexibility and availability of bodabodas helped residents overcome the
transportation challenges posed by the poor infrastructure, making daily
commuting and travel to the city center much more manageable.

The bodaboda drivers also shared their perspectives on how they have

contributed to the growth and development of these areas. During the FGD with
bodaboda operators, one driver commented:
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"We have been here since the beginning, and we saw how people
struggled to get around. But after we started offering rides, more people
began to come, buy land, and build homes. We made it easier for them to
settle here." (FGD BodaBoda Driver 1, Goba,11" March 2024).

This sentiment was echoed by another bodaboda driver who pointed out their
role in helping residents transport materials:

"Most of the people here used bodabodas and tricycles to bring their
materials for building. We helped them find shortcuts and navigate the
bad roads. Without us, many houses you see now wouldn’t be here.” (FGD
BodaBoda Driver 2, Chanika 8 March 2024).

These comments illustrate the pivotal role bodaboda drivers played not only in
providing transport but also in facilitating the overall urbanization and
settlement processes in these areas. Furthermore, participants in the FGDs
acknowledged that bodabodas were crucial for their everyday lives. One resident
noted:

"We still don’t have good roads everywhere; only a few areas have proper
roads. However, thanks to the bodabodas, we are able to manage. They
have become an essential part of our lives, and we rely on them for
everything, from work to emergencies." (FGD Resident 2, Goba, 11t
March 2024).

This demonstrates how bodabodas have become an integral part of the local
infrastructure, filling the gaps left by inadequate public transport systems and
enabling residents to live more comfortably in previously inaccessible areas.

Many residents in Goba also recalled the challenges of relying on mini trucks,
known locally as "Chai Maharage," before the introduction of bodabodas. One
resident shared:

"Before bodabodas, we had to rely on the Chai Maharage trucks to
transport anything. These trucks would leave from MbeziTankiBovu, and
you had to wait for a long time, especially if you had heavy materials or
goods. The roads were so bad that sometimes the trucks would get stuck.
But with bodabodas, I can now move much faster, even when the roads are
difficult.” (KII, Resident 4,10 March 2024 Goba).

This highlights the slow and unreliable transport options that residents had to

endure before bodabodas became a regular and more reliable mode of transport.
Another resident from Goba recalled:
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"When I first moved here, we didn’t have bodabodas. I used to go to
MbeziTankiBovu to catch the Chai Maharage trucks to transport building
materials. It took hours for the trucks to arrive, and once they did, they
could only go part of the way before the road conditions made them stop.
Now, bodabodas can go directly to my house, and I don’t have to wait."
(FGD, Resident 8, Goba, 11th March 2024).

This further demonstrates how the poor infrastructure and long waiting times
associated with the Chai Maharage trucks hindered the settlement process and
delayed construction efforts.

In summary, the findings reveal that bodabodas have played a critical role in
making both Chanika and Goba viable residential areas. They have facilitated
the transport of building materials, enabled easier daily commuting, and
contributed to the overall development of these locations. Participants
consistently emphasized that without the availability of bodabodas, they would
not have considered settling in these areas or would have faced significant
difficulties in their daily lives. As a result, bodabodas have become a
fundamental part of the urbanization process in these formerly remote and
inaccessible parts of Dar es Salaam.

4.0 DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

This study aimed to explore the role of bodabodas in shaping residential patterns
in Goba and Chanika, areas of Dar es Salaam traditionally considered remote
due to inadequate transport infrastructure. The findings revealed that bodabodas
have played a pivotal role in transforming these once-inaccessible areas into
viable residential zones. This transformation aligns with the theoretical
frameworks of Urban Ecology and Henri Lefebvre's Production of Space. The
Urban Ecology theory, which posits that urban growth occurs in concentric
zones around transport hubs, is evident in the way bodabodas have facilitated the
expansion of residential areas beyond traditional transport routes. Before the
introduction of bodabodas, these areas were largely underserved, with residents
relying on slow and unreliable mini trucks (Chai Maharage) or facing significant
delays due to poor road conditions. The findings indicate that the arrival of
bodabodas significantly reduced the barriers to living in these areas, enabling not
only the transport of building materials but also improving daily mobility, which
was critical to sustaining residential life.

The findings are consistent with Lefebvre (1974)'s Production of Space theory,
which asserts that space is socially produced through human interactions and
practices. The bodaboda drivers themselves have become central agents in
reshaping the physical and social landscapes, facilitating the redefinition of
space by creating new pathways and networks of mobility where formal
infrastructure failed. As noted by participants, bodabodas have made living in
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these areas more manageable by connecting people to the urban core and
enabling them to carry out essential activities like work, school, and accessing
services.

The literature supports the view that informal transport systems, such as
bodabodas, are increasingly crucial to urban mobility in cities with rapidly
expanding populations and underdeveloped infrastructure (Msigwa&Mbise,
2022; Mwita & Kweka, 2021). These transport options democratize mobility by
providing affordable and flexible solutions for people who would otherwise be
excluded from the benefits of urban living. Bodabodas in Dar es Salaam
exemplify how informal systems can bridge gaps in formal infrastructure,
promoting greater social inclusion and encouraging urban expansion into
previously underserved areas.

By integrating these findings with existing literature and theoretical frameworks,
it becomes clear that bodabodas have not only reshaped the physical space of
Goba and Chanika but have also transformed the social dynamics of these areas.
The mobility they provide has allowed for greater fluidity in settlement patterns,
making once-remote locations accessible and livable. The study further
demonstrates the role of informal transport in enabling urban growth and how
such systems can be critical drivers of social and spatial change in rapidly
urbanizing contexts.

Overall, the study confirms that bodabodas are integral to urbanization in Dar es
Salaam, and their role in expanding the city’s residential footprint cannot be
underestimated. The findings suggest that future urban planning should consider
the informal transport sector's role in urban mobility and settlement
development, as it offers valuable insights into how cities can grow sustainably
in the face of infrastructural challenges.

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study highlights the significant role of bodabodas in enhancing mobility
and supporting urban expansion in Goba and Chanika, though it also points to
challenges such as accidents and criminal activities. To optimize their benefits,
several key recommendations are proposed. First, improving road safety through
mandatory use of helmets, safety training, and public awareness campaigns is
crucial. Additionally, regulating bodaboda operators by implementing licensing
systems and background checks will enhance safety and professionalism while
reducing crime.

Improving road infrastructure is also essential, as better roads will reduce

accidents and facilitate more efficient transport, particularly for construction
materials. Public-private partnerships can help integrate bodabodas into formal
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transport systems, while promoting alternative livelihoods for bodaboda
operators will reduce their exposure to risks. Lastly, fostering community-based
initiatives among operators and residents will improve safety and reduce crime.

In summary, addressing these issues through regulation, infrastructure
improvements, safety measures, and community integration will maximize the
positive impact of bodabodas, ensuring safer and more sustainable urban growth.

REFERENCES

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology.
Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101.
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a

Denzin, N. K., & Lincoln, Y. S. (2018). The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative
Research (5th ed.). SAGE Publications.

Kimani, T. (2023). Urban mobility and residential expansion: The case of
bodabodas in East Africa. Journal of African Urban Studies, 14(3), 45-61.

Komba, R. (2023). The influence of informal transport on urban planning in
Tanzania: A sociocultural analysis. Urban Anthropology Review, 12(2),
123-140.

Mabula, A. (2020). Land, culture, and settlement: A historical perspective on
Tanzanian urban development. Journal of African Studies, 56(1), 78-92.

Msigwa, C., &Mbise, M. (2022). Transforming peri-urban settlement through
informal transport: Bodabodas in Tanzania. African Urban Research
Journal, 18(4), 75-88.

Mwita, P., & Kweka, L. (2021). Expansion of informal settlements: The role of
motorcycle taxis in Dar es Salaam. Journal of Sociology in Africa, 9(1),
102-115.

Ngowi, P. (2022). The social networks of bodaboda drivers: Community
relations and residential shifts in urban Tanzania. African Social Change
Journal, 7(2), 56-73.

Park, R. E., & Burgess, E. W. (1925). The city: Suggestions for investigation of
human behavior in the urban environment. University of Chicago Press.

Ravallion, M., &Wodon, Q. (2019). Urbanization and inequality in developing
countries: The Tanzanian experience. World Development Journal, 22(3),
22-35.

Sutherland, C., Pillay, A., & Kumar, P. (2021). Urban inequality and
transportation in Africa: A comparative perspective. African Development
Studies, 10(4), 97-115.

29



